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DISCOURSE, &. 


_ P8awn cxxii. 2d, and following verſes. 


Our feet ſhall ſtand within thy gates, O Jerr- 


- 


ſalem, whither the tribes go up; the tribes 
of the Lord unto the teflimony of ijrael, 


To give thanks to the name of the Lord, for 


there fit the thrones of judgment; the 


throne of the Houſe of David. Pray for 


the peace of JERUSALEM. They ſhall proſ- 
per that love thee. Peace be within thy 


walls, and proſperity within thy palaces. 


For my brethren and companions ſake I will 


now ſay peace be within thee. Becauſe of 


\ ” 


the Houſe of the Lord our God, I will ſeek 


T theſe words the Pſalmiſt ex preſſes, 


in ſtrong and beautiful language, his 


love of his country, and the reaſons on 
which he founded it; and my preſent de- 
ſign is, to take occaſion from them to 


explain the duty we owe to our country, 


and the nature, foundation, and proper 


expreſſions 


6.3. 


4 5 81 that love to it which \ we 
1 he to cultivate. 5 


| Freckon this a ſubject particularly ſuit- 
able to the ſervices of this day, and to 
the Anniverſary of our deliverance at the 
Revolution from the dangers of popery 
and arbitrary power; and ſhould I, on ſuch 
an occaſion, be led to touch more on po- 
hirical ſubjects than would at any other 
time be proper in the pulpit, you will 25 

doubt b excuſe me. | 

The love of out country has in ll mes 
been a ſubject of warm commendations ; 
and it is certainly a noble paſſion; but, 
like all other paſſions, it requires regula- 
tion and direction. There are miſtakes 
and prejudices by which, in this inſtance, 
' we. are in particular danger of being miſ- 

led. I will briefly. mention ſome of 
theſc to dug and OO [>] | 
'T - Firſt, That by our country is meant, 
in this caſe, not the ſoil or the ſpot of 
bob on DONA we bappen to have been 
; | | born, + - 


| 
3 
| » 


44 


* 


LEY 


born; not the foreſts and fields, but that 
community of which we are members; or 
that body of SO and friends and 
- kindred who are affociated with us under 
the ſame e of government, 
protected by the ſame laws, and bound 
e by the ſame civil Pye” Ts 


— It is eras to obey: "uh 
even in this ſenſe of our country, that 
love of it which is our duty, does not im- 
ply any conviction of the fuperior value of 
it to other countries, or any particular 
preference of its laws and conſtitution of 


government. Were this implied, the love 


of their country would be the duty of only 


a very ſmall part of mankind; for there 
are few countries that enjoy the advantage 


of laws and governments which deſerve 
to be preferred. To found, therefore, this 
duty, on ſuch a preference; would be to 
found it on error and deluſion. It is, 
however, a common deluſien. There is 
- the ſame partiality in countries, to them- 
ſelves, that there is in individuals All our 
* attachments hould ! be e as far 


* 


* 
— — —AẽAͥ 


— ... —— 
"T7 9 
% 2 33 2 . we oy — — — 1 — 


* 
= — —— 
. > I 


— 


— — — 


— — 
——— AE 
I . 
. 


— — 
— — m 
L — 


— 


— — — 


— GER Ing 


* 
2 


(8 J 


as poſſible, with right opinions. We 


and party. Our friends, our country, 

and i in ſhort every thing related to us, we 
are diſpoſed to overvalue. A wiſe man 
will guard himſelf againſt this deluſion. 
He will ſtudy to think of all things as they 


are too apt to confine wiſdom and virtue 


within the circle of our own acquaintance 


are, and not ſuffer any partial affections 


to blind his underſtanding. In other fa- 
milies there may be as much worth as 


in our own. In other circles of friends 


there may be as much wiſdom ; and in 


other countries as much of all that deſerves 


obligation to love our own families, friends, 
and country, and to ſeek, in the firſt 


[2 


place, 8 10 will remain the fame. 


T hirdly, It 10 proper I mould 4efire 2 


eſteem ; but, notwithſtanding this, our _ 


particularly to diſtinguiſh between the love 


of our country and that ſpirit of rival- 


ſhip and ambition which has been 


common among nations. What has 
the love of their country hitherto been 


wer 


among mankind? What has It been but 1 


191 


a love of domination ; 2 deſire of con- 
queſt, and a thirſt for grandeur and glory, 
by extending territory, and enſlaving ſur- 


rounding countries? What has it been 


but a blind and narrow principle, pro- 


ducing in every country a contempt of 


other countries, and forming men into 
combinations and factions againſt their 
common rights and liberties? This is 


the principle that has been too often cried 


up as a virtue of the firſt rank ; a prin- ' 
ciple of the ſame kind with that which 


governs clans of Indians of tribes of Arabs, 


and leads them out to plunder and maſſacre. 


| As moſt of the evils which have taken place 
in private life, and among individuals, have 
been occaſioned by the defire of private 
| Intereſt overcoming the public affections; 
ſo moſt of the evils which have taken place 
among bodies of men have been occaſi- 
oned by the deſire of their own intereſt - 
overcoming the principle of univerſal be- 
nevolence: and leading them to attack 


one another's territories, to encroach o 


one another's rights, and to endeavour to 
build their own advancement on the de- 
„„ gradation 


A 


= 


1 2 5 


: 3 of al within the reach of their 
power——What was the love of their 
country among the Jews, but a wretched 
partiality to themſelves, and a proud con- 
tempt of all other nations? What was 
the love of their country among the old 
Romans 2 We have heard much of it; but 
I cannot heſitate in faying that, however 
great it appeared in ſome of its exertions, 
it was in general no better than a princi- 
ple holding together a band of robbers in 

their attempts to cruſh all liberty but their 
own. What is now the love of his coun- 

| | try in a Þaniard, a Turk, or a Ruſſion? a 

Can it be conſidered as any thing better 

than a paſſion for ſlavery, or a blind 

attachment to a ſpot where he enjoys no 
Tights, and is diſpoſed of: as if he was a 


? md) 


Let us Jr 15 fo ibs to cor- 
: re and purify this paſſion, and to make it 
| '® Juſt and rational principle of aftion. FE 

It is vety remarkable thine the dle 


of 0 our religion 225 not once wertes this 
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duty, or given us any e of 


it; and this has, by unbelievers, been made 

an objection to Chriſtianity. What I have 
ſaid will entirely remove this objection. 

Certain it is, that by inculcating on men 

an attachment to their country, Chriftia- 
nity, would, at the time it was propaga - 
ted, have done unſpeakably more harm 
than good. Among the Jews, it would 
have been an excitement to war and in- 

1 ſurrections; for they were then in eager 


expectation of becoming ſoon (as the fa- 


vourite people of Heaven) the lords and 


conquerors of the earth, under the tri- 
umphant reign of the Maſiab. Among 


_ - the Romans, likewiſe, this principle had, 
as I have juft obſerved, exceeded its juſt 


| bounds, and rendered them enemies to 


the peace and happineſs of mankind. By 


inculcating it, therefore, Chriftianity 


would have confirmed both Jews and 
Gentiles in one of the moſt pernicious | 


_ faults. Our Lord and his Apoſtles have 


done better. They have recommended 
that UxIVERSAL BENEVOLENCE which 
is an 1 nobler . than 

B 2 . 


3 


any partial Abele They live: laid 
. ſuch ſtreſs on loving all men, even our 
Fhncmnics, and made an ardent and exten- 
five charity ſo eſſential a part of virtue, 
that the religion they have preached may, 

by way of diſtinction from all other religi- 
ons, be called the Religion of Benevo- 
lence. Nothing can be more friendly to 

the general rights of mankind; and were 
it duly regarded and practiſed, every man 

would conſider every other man as his 
brother, and all the animoſity that now _ 


takes place among cantending nations 5 


would be aboliſhed. If you want any 
proof of this, think of our Saviour's para- 
ble of the good Samaritan. The Jews 
and Samaritans were two rival nations that 
entertained a hatred of one another the 


moſt inveterate. The deſign of this para- 


ble was to ſhew to a Jew, that even a Sa- 
maritan, and conſequently all men of all 


nations and religions, were included in fog 
the precept, Troy SHALT | LOVE Tay: > 
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But I am digreſling from whit I had 


| chiefly in'view; which was, after notic- 
ing that love of our country which is falſe 
and ſpurious, to explain the nature and 


effects of that which is juſt and reaſonable. 
With this view I muſt defire you to recol- 


lect that we are ſo conſtituted that our 


affections are more drawn to ſome among 
mankind than to others, in proportion to 


their degrees of nearneſs to us, and our 


power of being uſeful to them. It is ob- 


vious that this is a circumſtance in the 


conſtitution of our natures which proves 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of our Maker; 
for had our affections been determined 


alike to all our fellow creatures, human 


life would have been a ſcene of embarraſſ- 


ment and diſtraction. Our regards, ac- 
. cording to the order of nature, begin with _ 
_ ourſelves; and every man is charged pri - 
marily with the care of himſelf. Next 
come our families, and benefactors, and 
friends; and after them our country. 


We can do little for the intereſt of man; 


kind at large. To this intereſt, however, 


all other 8 are ſubordinate: The 
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nobleſt principle in our nature is the re- 
'- gard to general juſtice, and that good- 
will which embraces all the world.! 
have already obſerved this; but it cannot 

de too often repeated. Though our im- 

mediate attention muſt be employed in 

promoting our own intereſt and that of 
our neareſt connexions; yet we muſt re- 
member, that a narrower. intereſt ought 
always to give way to a more extenſive in- 
tereſt. In purſuing particularly the inte- 
reſt of our country, we ought to carry 
dur views beyond it. We: ſhould love it 

ardently, but not excluſively. We ought 

to feek its good, by all the means that 

our different circumſtances and abilities 
will allow; but at the ſame time we 

_ ought to conſider ourſelves as citizens of 
the world, and take care to maintain a 
Juſt regard to- the "rights of other countries. . 


F The:enquiry bathe em {ſubjects 1 


his limitation) we may beſt Promote the 
_ Intereſt of our country is very important; 


and all that remains of this diſcourſe ſhall | 0H] 
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horting you to manifeſt your love to your 


country, by the means 1 ſhall mention. 


The chief bleſſings of human nature 
are the three following. TRUrH 


VIX TUS —and LIBERTY. Ibeſe are, 


therefore, the bleſſings in the poſſeſſion of 


Vuhbich the intereſt of our country lies, and 


to the attainment of which our love of it 


ought to direct our endeavours. By the 
diffuſion of KxowWIE DOE it muſt be diſ—- 
tinguiſhed from a country of Barbarians - 
by the practice of religious vi run, it 
muſt be diſtinguiſhed from a country of 


© Gamblers, Atheiſts, and L ibertines: and by 
the. poſſeſſion of LIBERTY, it muſt be diſ- 


tinguiſhed from a country of Slaves. I 


will dwell for a few moments on cach of 
theſe heads : 5 75 


Our firſt concern, as lovers of. our. 
country, muſt be to enlighten it. Why | 


are the nations of the world ſo patient 


under deſpotiſm ? —-Why do they crouch 
to tyrants, and ſubmit to be treated as if 
3 were a herd of cattle? 18 f it not be · 


cauſe 
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Ho aides they are kept i in kits and want 
knowledge ? Enlighten them and you will _ 
_ Elevate them. Shew them they are men, 
and they will act like mer. Give them 
Juſt ideas of civil government, and let 
them know that it is an expedient. for 
gaining protection againſt injury and de - 
fending their rights“, and it will be im 
poſſible for them to ſubmit to governments 
which, like moſt of thoſe now in the 
world, are uſurpations on the rights of | 
men, and little better than contrivances 
for enabling the few to oppreſs the many. 

Convince them that the Deity is a righ- 
teous and benevolent as well as ommipotent 
being, who regards with equal eye all his 
creatures, and connects his favour with - 
nothing but an honeſt deſire to know and 
do his will; and that zeal for myſtical 
doctrines which has led men to hate and 


- haraſs one another will be exterminated. © 


Set religion before them as a rational ſer- 
vice, coupling not in any rites and Cere- . 


2 See hs Declaration of Rights by the Nation 2 


: W * France, in the Appendix. 


mens; - 


TH - 1 


monies, but in worſhipping God with a a 


pure heart, and practiſing righteouſneſs 


from the fear of his diſpleaſure and the _ 
apprehenſion of a future righteous judg- _ 

ment, and that gloomy and cruel ſuper- 

ftition will be aboliſhed which has hitherto - 


| gone under the name of religion, and to 


the ſupport of which civil government has 
been perverted.-—-Ignorance is the pa- 


rent of bigotry, intolerance, perſecution 
and ſlavery. Inform and inſtruct man- 
| Kind; and theſe evils will be excluded. 
—Happy is the perſon, who himſelf raiſed 
above vulgar. errors, is conſcious of hav- 


Ing aimed at Siving mankind this inſtruc- | 


tion. Happy is the Scholar or Philoſo- 


pher who at the cloſe of life can reflect 


that he has made this uſe of his learning 
and abilities: but happier far muſt he be, 


if at the ſame time he has reaſon to be- | 
lieve he has been ſucceſsful, and actually 


contributed, by his inſtructions, to difſe- 
minate among his fellow-creatures juſt no- 


tions of themſelves, of their rights, of re- 
ligion, and the nature and end of dil go - 
verument. Such were Mil'on, Locle, Sid= - 


ne, hd), S in this country: ; ſuch 
were Monteſquicu, Fenelon, Turgot, &c. 
in France. They ſowed a ſeed which has 
ſince taken root, and is now growing up 
to a glorious harveſt. To the information 
they conveyed by their writings” we owe 
thoſe revolutions in which every friend to 


| mankind. is now exulting..—— What an 
encouragement is this to us all in our en- 


deavours to enlighten the world? Every 5 


degree of illumination which we can 25 
municate muſt do the greateſt good. 
helps to prepare the minds of men for be 


recovery of their rights, and haſtens the 


overthrow of prieſtcraft and tyr — 


In ſhort, we may, in f in this A beit learn 
our duty from the conduct of the oppreſ- 


ſors of the world. They know that light : 


is hoſtile to them, and therefore they la- 


bour to keep men in the dark. With this 


imention they have appointed licenſers of 
the preſs; and, in Popiſh countries, pro- 
hibited the reading of the Bible. Remove 


the dar kneſs in which they envelope the 


world, and their uſurpations: will be ex- 
poſed, : 


— 


1 w 1 


poſed, their power will be ſubverted, and 
2 way e! . 


1 The next arent  dlefling of human na- 
ture which I have mentioned is viRTUE, 
This ought to follow knowledge, and to 
be directed by it. Virtue without know- 
ledge makes enthuſiaſts ; and knowledge 
without virtue makes devils; but both 
united elevates to the top of human dig- 
nity. and perfection. We muſt, there- 
fore, if we would ſerve our country, make 
both theſe the objects of our zeal. We 
muſt diſcourage vice in all its forms; and 
our endeavours to enlighten muft have ul- 
timately in view a reformation of manners 
and virtuous practice. ; 

] muſt add here, that in the practice of 
virtue I include the diſcharge of the pub- 
lic duties of religion. By neglecting theſe 
we may injure our country effentially, 
But it is melancholy-to obſerve that it is 
a common neglect among us; and in a 
great meaſure owing to a cauſe which is 
not likely t to be ſoon removed: I mean, 
Sr | the 


[ 20 1 


the defects (may I not ſay, the abſutdi- 
ties?) in our eſtabliſned codes of faith 
and worſhip. In foreign countries, the 
higher ranks of men, not diſtinguiſhing 
between the religion they ſee eſtabliſhed 
and the Chriſtian religion, are generally 
driven to irreligion and-infidelity. The 
like evil is produced by the like cauſe in 
this country ; and if no reformation of 


our eſtabliſhed formularies can be brought 


about, it muſt be expected that religion 
will go on to loſe its credit, and that little 
of it will be left except among the lower 
orders of people, many of whom, while 
their ſuperiors give up all religion, are 
ſinking into a barbariſm in religion lately 
revived by Methodiſm, and miſtaking, 
as the world has generally done, the ſer- 
vice acceptable to God for a f yſtem of 
/ faith ſouring the tempcr, and a ſervice of 
forms ſupplanting moralityj. e On: 


I hope you will not miſtake what lam 
now ſay ing, or conſider it as the effect of 
my prejudices as a Diſſenter from the eſ- 
tabliſhed church, The complaint-1 am 

) 


— 


* 


'E at } 


making, is the complaint of many of the 


vwiſeſt and beſt men in che eſtabliſned 
church itſelf, who have been long urging 


the neceſſity of a reviſal of its Liturgy and 


Articles k. Theſe were framed above two 


centuries ago, when Chriſtendom was juſt 
emerging from the ignorance and barbari- 
ty of the dark ages. They remain now 
much the ſame they were thea; and, 
therefore, cannot be properly adapted to 
the good ſenſe and liberality of the pre- 
ſent times.—This imperfection, however, 
in our public forms of worſhip, affords no 
excuſe to any perſon for neglecting public 
worſhip. All communities will have ſome 
religion ; and it is of infinite conſequence 
that they ſhould be led to that which, by 


enforcing the obligations of virtue and 


* See a pamphlet aſcribed to a great name, and 
which would dignify any name, entitled, Hints, &c. 
ſubmitted to the ſerious Attention of the Clergy, Nobility, 


and Gentry, newly aſſembled. By a Layman, 4 Friend 


te the true Principles of the Conſtitution in Church and 
State, and to Civil and Religious Liberty, The Third 


Edition, corrected; and printed for Mh and De- 


brett, 1789. | „ 
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putting men upon loving inſtead of damn- 
ing one another, is moſt favourable to the 


Intereſt of ſociety. 


If there is a Governor of the world, who 
_ directs all events, he ought to be invoked : 
and worſhipped ; and thoſe who diſlike 
that mode of worſhip which is preſcribed 
by public authority, ought (if they can 
find no worſhip out of the church which 
they approve) to ſet up a ſeparate worſhip 
for themſelves ; and by. doing this, and 
giving an example of a rational and manly 
worſhip, men of weight, from their rank 
or literature, may do the greateſt ſervice 


10 fociet y and the world. They may bear 


a teſtimony againſt that application of 
civil power to the ſupport of particular 
modes of faith, which obſtructs human 
improvement, and perpetuates error; and 
they may hold out an inſtruction which 
. will diſcountenance ſuperſtition, and at 
the ſame time recommend religion, by 

making it appear to be (what it certainly 
is when rightly underſtood) the ſtrongeſt 


incentive to all that is generous and wor- 
| thy. 


1 23 |] 
thy, and bügel y the beſt friend t to 
1 order and ha 1 | Sh 


Lavery is the next great bleſſing ben 


1 have mentioned as the object of pa- 


triotic zeal. It is inſeparable from know- 
ledge and virtue, and together with them 
completes the glory of a community. 
An enlightened and virtuous country muſt 
be a free couatry. It cannot ſuffer inva- 


ſions of its rights, or bend to tyrants. 


1 need not, on this occaſion, take an 


pains to ſhew you how great a bleſſing li- 
berty is. The ſmalleſt attention to the 


_ hiſtory of paſt ages, and the preſent ſtate 


of mankind, will make you ſenſi ble of 
its importance. Look round the world, 
and you will find almoſt every country, 
reſpectable or contemptible, happy or mi- 
ſerable, a fruitful field or a frightful waſte, 
according as it. poſſeſſes. or wants this 
| bleſſing. Think of Greece, formerly the 
ſeat of arts and ſcience, and the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed ſpot under heaven; but now, 


-baving loſt liberty, a vile and wretched. 
ſpot, a region of darkneſs, poverty, ard 


barbarity. 
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barbarity. Such reflections muſt con- 
vince you that, if you love your country, 


you cannot be zealous enough in promot- 


ing the cauſe of liberty in it. But it will 


come in my we to 957 more Lg this 2 


* 


be obſervations 1 have APY Eo 
our whole duty to our country ; for by 
endeayouring to liberalize and enlighten 


it, to diſcourage vice and to promote 


virtue in it, and to aſſert and ſupport 


its liberties, we ſhall endeavour to do all 


that is neceſſary to make it, great and 


: 
; 
3s 
7 


* 


happy. —hut it is proper that on this 
occaſion, 1 ſhould be more explicit, and 


exemplify our duty to our country by 


obſerving farther, that it requires us to 


obey its laws, and to Lek its . 
trates. | | | 


Civil government 95 I have before ob- 
ſerved) is an inſtitution of human pru- 


* dence for guarding our perſons, our pro- 


perty, and our good name, againſt inva- 
ſion; and for ſecuring to the members of 
A commu- 


„ 


a community that liberty to which all 
have an equal right, as far as they do not, 
by any overt act, uſe 1 it to injure the liber- 
ty of others. Civil laws are regulations 
agreed upon by the communty for gain- 
ing theſe ends*; and civil magiſtrates are 
officers appointed by the community for 
executing theſe laws. Obedience there- 
fore to the laws and to magiſtrates, are 
neceſſary expreſſions of our regard to the 
community ; and without this obedience 
the ends of government cannot be obtain- 
ed; or a community avoid falling into a 
| ſtate of anarchy that will deſtroy thoſe 
B. and ſubvert that liberty, which 80 
vernment is ange to protect. 


7 with it was in my power to give you 
a juſt account of the importance of. this 
obſervation. It ſnews the ground on which 
the duty of obeying civil governors ſtands, | 
and that there are two extremes in this 


2 See Articles III. and VI. of the Deelaration of 
Rights, by the Nacional Aﬀſembly of Franchy in the 
Nene OE I 5 — 4 
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eaſe which ou glit to be avoided: Theſe 
extremes are advlation and ſervility on one 
hand; and a proud and licentious contempt 
on tlie other. The former is the extreme 
to which mankind in general hiave been 
moſt prone ; for it has oftener happened 
that men have been too paſſive than too 
unruly ; and the rebellion of Kings againſt 

their people has been more common, and 
done more miſchief, than the rebellion of 
pov againſt their Kings. . 


ALꝛsslaten is aliays odious, and when 
okt to men in power it corrupts hem, 


by giving them improper ideas of their 
ſituation ; and it debaſes thoſe who offer 
it, by manifeſting an abjectneſs founded 
on improper ideas bf theniſ#ves. I have 
lately obſerved in this kingdom too near 

approaches to this abjectneſs. In our late 
addreſſes to the King, on his recovery from 
the ſevere illneſs with which God has 
been pleaſed to affſict him, we have ap- 
peared more like a herd crawling at the 
feet of a maſter, than like enlightened and 
: manly citizens en with a beloved ſo- 
| vercign, 


vereign, but at the fame time conſcious 
| that he deriyes all his conſequence from 


ihemſelves. But, perhaps, theſe ſeryili- 


ties in the language of our late addreſſes 
ſhould be pardoned, as only forms of civi- 
lity and expreſſions of an overfiow of good- 


nature. They have, however, a danger- 
ous tendency, The potentates of this 
world are ſufficiently apt to conſider them- 
ſclves as poſſeſſed. of an inherent ſuperiori- 
ty, which gives them a right to govern, 
and makes mankind ihezr own; and this 
infatuation is almoſt every where foſtered 
in them by the creeping fycophants about 
them, and the language of flattery which 
they are continually hearing. 


Civil governors are properly the fer- 
vants of the public; and a King is no 
more than the firſt ſervant of the public, 
created. by it, maintained by it, and re- 
ſponſible to it: and all the homage paid 
him, is due to him on no other account 


than his relation to the public. His ſa- | 


credneſs is the ſacredneſs of the commu- 
nity, His authority is the authority of the 
D 2 communi- 
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community; and the term MES v. 
which it is uſual to apply to him, is by 


no means his 'own majeſty, but the MAjrs- 


"TY or THE PEOPLE. For this reaſon, 
whatever he may be in his private capaci- 
ty; and though, in reſpect of perſonal 
qualities, not equal to, or even far below 
many among ourſelves For this reaſon, I 
ſay, (that is, as repreſenting the commu- 
nity and its firſt magiſtrate), he is entitled 


to our reverence and obedience. The 


words | MOST. EXCELLENT MAJESTY are 
_ rightly applied to him; and there is a reſ- 


pect which it would be criminal to with- 


bold from him. e 


Vou 08 be too attentive to this 


obſervation. The improvement of the 
world depends on the attention to it: nor 
will mankind be ever as virtuous and hap- 
py as they are capable of being, till the 
attention to it becomes univerſal and effi- 
cacious. If we forget it, we ſhall be in 
danger of an idolatry as groſs and ſtupid 
as that of the ancient heathens, who, af- 


ter eee blocks of wood or tone, 
fell 


1 


fell down and worſhipped them The 


diſpoſition in mankind to this kind of ido- 


latry is indeed a very mortifying ſubject 


of reflexion —--—In Turkey, millions 
of human beings adore a ſilly mortal, and 
are ready to throw themſelves at his feet, 


and to ſubmit their lives to his diſcretion. 


ln Russ1a, the common people are 
only a sTock on the lands of grandees, 


or appendages to their eſtates, which, like 


the fixtures in a houſe, are bought and 
Told with the eftates. In Spalx, in Ger- 
MANY, and under moſt of the govern- 
ments of the world, mankind are in a ſi- 
milar ſtate of humiliation. Who, that 
has a juſt ſenſe of the dignity of his na- 
tute, can avoid execrating ſuch a debaſe- 


ment of it? 

Had I been to addreſs the King on a 
late occaſion, I ſhould have been inclined 
to do it in a ſtyle very different from that 


of moſt of the addreſſers, and to uſe ſome / 


ſuch language as the following: 


W 


** I rejoice, Sir, in your recovery. I 


« thank God for his goodneſs to you. I 
| | „ honour 


— — — 


— _— 7 — 
——— —— —— — wat ns 


— 
"i . — 


— — 
ee nents. 


« honour you not only as my King, but 


** world, becauſe the only one who owes 
his crown to the choice of his people. 
May you enjoy all poſſible happineſs. 
„May God ſhew you the folly of thoſe 
** effyfions of adulation which you are 
Ino receiving, and guard you againſt | 
their effects. May you be led to ſuch a 
juſt ſenſe of the nature of your ſituation, 
and endowed with ſuch wiſdom, as 
<< ſhall render your reſtoration to the go- 
*« verament of theſe kingdoms a bleſſing 


to it, and engage you to conſider your- 


'* ſelf as more properly the Servant than 


the Sovereign of your people.” | | 


But I muſt not forget the oppoſite er- 


treme to that now taken notice of; that is, 


a a diſdainful pride, derived from a conſci- 


ouſneſs of equality, or, perhaps, ſuperio- 
rity, in reſpect of all that gives true digni- 


ty to men in power, and producing a con- 


tempt of them, and a diſpoſition to treat 


them with rudeneſs and inſult. It is a 
| trite obſervation, that extremes generally ; 
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bextet dus acer,” This is particulafly 
true in the preſent cafe. Perſons juſtly 
informed on the ſubje& of government, 
when they ſee men dazzled by looking 
up to high lations, and vbſerve loyalty 
carried to a leugth that implies ignorance 
and ſervility : ſuch perſons, in ſuch eir- 
eumſtances, are in danger of ſpurning 

at all public authority, and throwing off 
| that reſpectful demeanor to perſons" in- 
veſted with it which the order of fociety 
requires. There is undoubtedly a parti- 
cular deference and homage dye to ei- 


vil magiſtrates, on account of their ſta- 


tions and offices; nor can that man be 
either truly wiſe or truly virtuous, who 
deſpiſes governments; and wantonly {peaks 
evil f bis rulers ; or who does not, by 
all the means in his power endeavour to 
ſtrengthen their hands, and to give weight 
to their exertions in the diſcharge of their 
duty — Fear God, lays St. Peter. Love 
the brotherhood. Honour all men. Honour 
the King You muft needs, ſays St. 
Paul, be ſubject to rulers not only for 
wreth (that is, from the fear of ſuffer» 
ing 
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ing the penalties annexed to the breach 
of. the la ws), but for conſeience. ſake. For 


rulers are miniſters of God, and revengers_ 
for executing wrath on all that do evil. 


Another expreſſien of our love to our 
country is defending it againſt - enemies; 
Theſe enemies are of two. ſorts, internal 
and external; or domeſtic and foreign. 
The ſormer are the moſt dangerous, and 
they have generally been the moſt ſucceſſ- 
ful. L have juſt obſerved, that there is a 


. 8 . 
ſubmiſſion due to the executive officers of 


government, which is our duty; but yu 


muſt not forget what I have alſo obſerved, 


that it muſt not be a blind and ſlaviſh ſub- 


miſſion. Men in power (unleſs better 


diſpoſed than is common) are always en- 
deavouring to extend their power. They 


hate the doctrine, that it is a x usr deriv- 


ed from the people, and not a right veſted 


in themſelves. For this reaſon, the ten- 
dency of every government is to deſpo- 
tiſm ; and in this the beſt conſtituted go- 

vernments muſt end, if the people are 
not nt ready to take alarms, and de- 
: termined 


"1% 
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nn to reſiſt abuſes as ſoon 3 as they 
begin. This vigilance, therefore, it is 
our duty to maintain. Whenever it is 
withdrawn, and a people ceaſe to reaſon 
about their rights and to be awake to en- 
croachments, they are in danger of being 

enſlaved, and their fervants will hang be⸗ 
come e their maſters. _ 15 


94 


2 need not iy how much it is our duty 
to defend our country againſt foreign ene 
mies. When a country is attacked in 
any of its rights by another country, or 
when any attempts are made by ambitious 
foreign powers to injure it, a War in its 
defence becomes neceſſary; and, in ſuch 
circumftances, to die for our country is 
meritorious and noble. Theſe defenſive 
wars are, in my opinion, the only juſt 
wars. Offenfive wars are always unlaw- 
ſul; and to ſeek the aggrandizement of 
our country by them, that is, by attack- 
ing other. countries, in order to extend 
dominion, or to gratify avarice, 1s: wicked 
und deteſtable. Such, however, have 
been moſt of the wars which have taken 

his is 5 X33 place 


A 

Place i in the world but the time is, I 
hope, coming, when a conviction will 
prevail, of the folly * as well as the ini- 
quity of wars; and when the nations of 
the. earth, happy under juſt governments, 
and no longer in danger from the paſſions 
of Kings, will find out better ways of ſet- 
tling their diſputes ; and beat (as Iſaiah 
- prophecies) their ſwords inio Plowſbares, and 
"Os ſpears, into pruning-bogks. 4 


Among the particulars included i in that 
aun, to our country, by diſcharging which 


. . a Ariking repreſentation of the folly 7 wars: 
in the laſt ſeQions of Mr. Necks/*s Treatiſe on the 
' AdminifiFation of the Pinances of FACE. There is 
teaſon to believe that the ſentiments on chis ſubject in 
chat treatiſe, ate now the prevailing ſentiments in the 
. court and legiſlature of Fxaxce 4. and, conſequent- 
ly, that one of the happy effeQs of the revolution i in 
that country may be, if not our own fault, ſuch a 
4 harmony between the two firſt kingdoms in the world, 
- firengthened by a common participation in the blef- 
Fugs df liberty, as ſhall not only prevent their engag« 
ing in any future wars with one another, but difpoſe 
them to unite in preventing wars every where, an 
in making the world free - happy. 


| 


we 
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we ſhould ſhew our love to it, I will only 
further mention praying for it, and offer- 
ing up thankſgivings to God for every 
event favourable to it. At the preſent 
ſeaſon we are called upon to expreſs, in 
this way, our love to our country. It is 

the buſineſs of this day, and of the pre- 
ſent ſervice; and, therefore, it is neceſſa- 
ry that | ſhould now direct your attention 
to it particularly. 


We are met to hank God for that event 
in this country to which the name of TEE 
REvOLUTiom has been given; ; and which, 
for more than a century, it has been uſual 
for the friends of freedom, and more eſ- 

pecially Proteſtant Diſſenters, under the 
title of the RevoLUTION SocET x, to ce 
lebrate with expreſſions of joy and exulta- 
tion.——My highly valued and excellent 
friend ®, who addreſſed you on this occaſi- 
on laſt year, has given you an intereſting 


* See Dr, Kippis' s Sermon, preached on November 
4th, 1788, to the Reyolution Society, and printed 
for . 8 | 1 Ns 

'B2- © account: 


„ : 


account of the principal circumſtances 
that attended this event, and of the rea- 
ſons we have for rejoicing in it. By a 
bloodleſs victory, the fetters which deſpo- 
tiſm had been long preparing for us were 
broken ; the rights of the people were al. 
ſerted, a tyrant expelled, and a Sovereign 
of our own choice appointed in his room. 
Security was given to our property, and 
our conſciences were emancipated. The 
bounds of free enquiry were enlarged: 
the volume i in which are the words of eter- 
nal life, was laid more open to our exami- 
nation; and that æra of light and liberty 
was introduced among us, by which we 
have been made an example to other 
kingdoms, and become the inſtructors of 
the world. Had it not been for this deli - 
verance, the probability i is, that inflead of 
being thus diſtinguiſhed, we ſhould now 
have been a baſe people, SA by under 
the infamy and miſery of popery and 
ſlavery. Let us, dicke lte, offer thankſ⸗- 
givings to God, the author of all our bleſ- 
ſings. Had he not been on our \fide, we 
| Ree have been ſwallowed up quick, and the 
© ik 


Mu 
proud | waters would have gone over our | fouls G 
But our ſouls are eſcaped, and the ſnare bas 
been broken. Bleſſed then be the name of the 
Lord, who made heaven and earth. cxxivth 
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n is well known that King James was 
not far from gaining his purpoſe; and 
that probably he would have ſucceeded, 
had he been leſs in a hurry. But he was 
a fool as well as a bigot. He wanted 
courage as well as prudence ; ; and, there- 
fore, fled, and left us to ſettle quietly for 
ourſelves 'that conſtitution of govenment 
which is now our boaſt. We have parti- 
cular reaſon, as Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
to rejoice on this occaſion. It was at this 
time we were reſcued from perſecution, 
and obtained the liberty of worſhipping 
God in the manner we think moſt accep- 
table to him. It was then our meeting- 
houſes were opened, our worſhip was 
taken under the protection of the law, 
and the principles. of toleration gained a 
triumph. We have, therefore, on this 
occaſion, peculiar reaſons for thankſgiv- 


ing 


19] 


ing—But let us remember that we ought 
Gat to ſatisfy ourſelves with thankſgivings. 
Our gratitude, if genuine, will be accom- 
panied with endeayours to give ſtability 


to the deliverance our country has obtain- 


ed, and to- extend and improve the hap- 
pineſs with which the Revolution has bleſt 
us—Let us in particular, take care not to 
forget the principles of the Revolution. 


This Society has, very properly in its 8 * 


ports, held out theſe principles, as an in- 


ſtruction to the public. I will only take a 


notice of the three following; 


"Firſt; The richt to liberty of ole | 


in religious matters. „ 


Second v; E rde n to ent power 


when abuſed. And, 


"Thirdly; The de to chuſe our o.] n 
governors; to caſhier them for miſcon- 
duct; and to frame a government for our- 


felves. „„ 


% 
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On theſe three prigciples, and more 
" elpecially the laſt, was the Revolution 


founded. Were it not true that liberty 


of conſcience is a ſacred right; that power 
abuſed juſtifies reliflance ; and that civil 
authority is a delegation from the peo- 


ple Were not, I fay, all this true; the 


Reyolution would have been hot an As- 
skRriox, but an ix VASsLox of rights ; 
not a REVvoruTIov, but a REBEL tox. 
Cheriſh in your breafts' this conviction, 
and act under its influence; detefting the 
odious doctrines of paſſvye obedience, non 
reſiſtance, and the divine right of kings 
—dodrines which, had they been' acted 


upon in this country, would have left us 


at this time wretche g ſlayes—dodrines 
which imply, that God made mankind to 
be oppreſſed and plundered ; and which are 
no leſs a blaſphemy againſt him, than an 
inſult on common ſenſe. | 


| . ; FB direct you to remember, 
that though the Revolution was a great 
work, it was by no means a perfe g 


work ; and that all was not then gained 
which 
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which was neceſſary to put. the kingdom 
in the ſecure and complete poſleſſior on of 
the bleſſ ings of liberty.—In particular, 
| you ſhould recollect, that the toleration 
| then obtained was imper fect. It included 
only thoſe who could declare their faith 
in the doctrinal articles of the church off 
| England. It has, indeed, been ſince extend- 


ed, but not ſuffcienily; for there Mill 
exiſt penal laws on account of religious 
opinions. which (were they carried into 
execution) would ſhut up many of our 
places of worſni p. and ſilence and impri- 
ſon ſome of our ableſt and beſt men. 
The TEST LAWS are alſo. till in force; 

0 and deprive of eligibility | to civil and mi- 
litary offices, all who. cannot conform to 
the eſtabliſhed worſhip. lt is. with great 

pleaſure 1 find that the body of Proteſ- 

tant Diſſenters, though defeated in two 
late attempts to deliver their country 
from this diſgrace to it, have determined 
to perſevere. Should they at laſt ſucceed, 
they will have the ſatisfaction, not 'only 
of removing from themſelves a” profcrip- 


tion GP do nor t deſerve, bur” of contri- 
. In es 5 5 2 buting 


a 


Joes, 


bull to leſſen 0 number of our public 
iniquities. For I cannot call by a gentler 
name, laws which convert an ordinance 
appointed by our Saviour to commemo- 
rate his death, into an inſtrument of op- 
preſſive policy, and a qualification of 
rakes and atheiſts for civil poſts.—I have 
ſaid, ſhould they ſucceed - but perhaps I 
ought not to ſuggeſt a doubt about their 
ſucceſs*, And, indeed, when I confider 

that 


| * It has been unfortunate. for the Difſenters that, 
in their late applications for a repeal of the Teſt 
Laws, they have been oppoſed by Mr. PIr r. He 
bas contended that, on account of their not beliey- 
ing and worſhipping as the Church of England does, 
they ought to be excluded from the eligibility to 
public offices which is the right of other citizens, 
and conſequently denied a complete toleration; ac- 
knowledging, however their integrity and reſpecta- 
bleneſs, but reckoning it only the more neceſſary on 
that account to defend the national church againſt 
them. Such ſentiments in theſe times can do no ho- 
nour to any man, much leſs to the ſon of the late 
Lord CuarnaAu, whoſe opinion of toleration and 
Proteſtant Diſſentets e learnt from the follow- 
ing account. | 1 
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that in ScoTLAND the eſtabliſhed church is 
defended by no bach teſt—that in I- 

| LAND 


In 1769 and 1772, the miniſters among the Diflen- 
ters applied to Parliament for relief from the obliga- 
tion they were then under to ſubſcribe the doctrinal 
articles of the Church of England in order to be en- 
tiled to a toleration, and both times ſucceeded in 
the Houſe of Commons, in conſequence of Lord 
 NoxrTn's neutrality, but were defeated in the Houſe 
of Lords, in conſequence of an oppoſition from the 
Epiſcopal Bench. They perſevered, however ; the 
Biſhops repented; and a third application proved 
ſucceſsful in both Houſes, —In the debate occaſioned 
in the Houſe of Lords by the ſecond application, Dr. 
Drummond, the Archbiſhop of York, having called f 
the Diſſenting Miniſters ' men of cloſe ambition,” 
Lord CBATRHAM faid, that this was judging unchari- 
tably ; and that whoever brought ſuch a charge 
againſt them, without proof, defamed. Here he 
pauſed ; and then went on—* The Diſſenting Mi- 
& niſtets are repreſented as men of cloſe ambition. 
They are ſo, my Lords; and their ambition is to 
4 keep cleſe to the college of fiſhermen, not of cat- 
« dinals, and to the doctrine of inſpited apoſtles, 
* not to the decrees of intereſted and aſpiring Bi- 
«ſhops. They contend for a ſpiritual creed, and 
« ſcriptural worſhip. We have a Calviniftic creed, 
1 n liturgy, and an Arminian clergy. The 
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LAND it 1 been aboliſhed that in a 


great neighbouring country it has been de- 
clared to be an indefeaſible right of all ct- 
tizens to be equally eligible to public of- 
-fices—that in the ſame kingdom a pro- 
feſſed Diſſenter from the eſtabliſhed church 
holds the firſt office in the ſtate—that in 


„Reformation has laid open the ſcriptures to all. 
„Let not the Biſhops ſhut them again. Laws in 
* ſupport of eccleſiaſtical power are pleaded fer, 
* which it would ſhock humanity to execute. It is 
925 ſaid, that religious ſects have done great miſchief, 
© when they were not kept under reſtraint: but hiſ- 


e tory affords no proof that ſeas have ever been 


& miſchievous, when they were not oppreſſed and 
cc perſecuted by the ruling church.“ See the al 
liamentary Debates for 1772. 


In one of his letters to me, not long after this de- 
bate, dated Burton-Pynſent, January” 16, 1773, he 
expreſſes himſelf in the following words: In writ- 
« ing to you, it is impoſſible the mind ſhould not go 
« of itſelf to that moſt intereſting of all objects to 
ce fallible man- TOLERATION. Be aſſured, that 
on this ſacred and unalienable right of nature, and 
« bulwark of truth, my warm wiſhes will always 
<c keep pace with your own. Happy, if the times 
had allowed us to add hopes to our wiſhes,” 
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the Emperor's dominions Jews have been 

lately admitted to the enjoyment of equal 
privileges with other citizens—and that 

in this very country, a Diſſenter, though 
excluded from the power of executing the 

laws, yet is allowed to be employed in 

making them: When, I fay, I conſider 

ſuch faqs as theſe, I am diſpoſed to think 

it impoſſible that the enemies of the re- 
peal of the Teſt Laws ſhould not ſoon be- 
come aſhamed, and give up their oppoſi- 
tion. ä 
But the moſt important inſtance of the 
imperfect ſtate in which the Revolution 
left our conſtitution, is the IN EGAL ITv 
or OUR REPRESENTATION. I think, in- 
” deed, this defect in our conſtitution ſo 
groſs and ſo palpable, as to make it excel- 
tent chiefly in form and theory. You 
ſhould” remember that a repreſentation in 
the legiſlature of a kingdom is the 20% of 
conſtitutional liberty in it, and of all legi · 
timate government; and that without it a 
government is nothing but an uſurpati- 
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on®. When the repreſentation is fair and 


equal, and at the ſame time veſted with 
ſuch pewers as our Houſe of Commons poſ- 
ſeſſes, a kingdom may be ſaid to govern it- 
felf, and conſequently to poſleſs true li- 


berty. When the repreſentation is partial, 
a kingdom poſſeſſes liberty only partially; 


and if extremely partial, it only gives a 
Jemblance of liberty; but if not only ex- 
tremely partial, but corruptly choſen, 
and under corrupt influence after being 
choſen, it becomes a zuiſance, and pro- 


duces the worſt of all forms of government 
—a goyernment by corruption a govern- 


ment carried on and ſupported by ſpread- 
ing venality and profligacy through a 
kingdom. May heaven preſerve this king- 


dom from, a calamity ſo dreadful! It is 


the point of depravity to which abuſes 
under ſuch a government as ours naturally 


tend, and the laſt ſtage of national unhap- 


pineſs. We are, at preſent, J hope, at a 
* Except in ſtates fo ſmall as to admit of a Legiſla- 


ſtate. 
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great diſtance from it. But it tannot be 
pretended that there are no advances tow- 
| ards it, or that there is no reaſon for ap- 
prehenſion and alarm. 


The inadequateneſs of our repteſentati- 
on has been long a ſubject of complaint. 
This is, in truth, our fundamental griev- 
ance; and I do not think that any thing 
is much more our duty, as men who love 
their country, and are grateful for the Re- 
volution, than to unite our zeal in endea- 
vouring to get it redreſſed. At the time 
of the American war, aſſociations were 
formed for this purpoſe in Lonpoy, and 
other parts of the kingdom ; and our pre- 
ſent Miniſter himſelf has, ſince that war, 
directed to it an effort which made him a 

favourite with many of us. But all atten- 
tion to it ſeems now loſt, and the proba- 
bility is, that this inattention will conti- 
nue, and that nothing will be done to- 
Wards gaining for us this eſſential bleſſing, 

till ſome great calamity again alarms our 
fears, or till ſome great abuſe of power 
again provokes our reſentment; or, per- 


} 


p IIS 


* 


7 W 


1 


haps, till the acquiſition of a pure and 
equal repreſentation by other countries 
(while we are mocked with the ſhadow®) 
kindles our ſhame. nt 


Such is the conduct by which we ought 
to expreſs our gratitude for the Revolu- 
tion.—-We ſhould always bear in mind 


the principles that juſtify it. We ſhould 
contribute all we can towards ſupplying 


what it left deficient; and ſhew ourſelves 
anxious about tranſmitting the bleſſings 


obtained by it to our. poſterity, unim- 
paired and improved.-—-But,. brethren, 
while we thus ſhew our patriotic zeal, let 
us take care not to diſgrace the cauſe of 


patriotiſm, by any licentious, or immoral 


conduct. ——Oh ! how earneſtly do I wiſh 
that all who profeſs zeal in this cauſe, 


were as diſtinguiſhed by the purity of their 


morals, as ſome of them are by their 


abilities; and that I could make them 


\ 


* A repreſentation choſen principally by the Trea- 


ſury, and a few 'thouſands of the dregs of the Mil 0 


who are generally paid for their votes. 
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ſenſible of che advantages they would de- 
rive from a virtuous character, and of the 
ſuſpieions they incur and the loſs of con- 
ſequence they ſuffer by wanting it. 
Oh! that 1 could ſee in men who oppoſe 
tyranny in the ſtate, a diſdain” of the ty- 
ranny of low paſſions in themſelves; or, 
at leaſt ſuch a ſenſe of ſſiame, and . 
gard to public order and decericy as would 
induce them to hide their irregularities, 
and to avoid infulting the virtuous part 

of the community by an open exhibition 
of 'vice !—I cannot reconcile myſelf to the 
idea of an immoral patriot, or to that 
ſepafation of private from public virtue, 
which ſome think to be poſſible. Is it to 
be expected that But I muſt forbear. 
I am afraid of applications, which many 
are too ready to make, and for which . 
ſhould” be forry to > give any jult occa- 
hon. | 


I have been explaining to you the na- 
ture and expreſſions of a juſt regard to our 
Mt, country. 


„ 
1 


country, Give me leave to exhort you 


to examine your condu by what I have 
been ſaying. You love your country, 
and deſire its happineſs; and, without 
doubt, you have the -greateſt reaſbn for 
loving it. It has been long a very diſtin- 
guiſhed and favoured: country. Often has 
God appeared for it and Helivered it. Let 
us ſtudy to ſhew ourſelves worthy of the 
favour ſheun us. Do you practiſe virtue 
yourſelves, and ſtudy to promote it in 
others? Do you obey the laws of your 
country, and aim at doing your part 
towards maintaining and perpetuating its 
privileges? Do you always give your vote 
on the ſide of public liberty; and are you 
ready to pour out your blood in its de- 
fence? Do you look up to God for the 
continuance of his favour to your country, 
and pray for its proſperity; preſerving, 
at the ſame time, a ſlrict regard to the 


rights of other countries, and always con- 
ſidering yourfelves more as citizens of the | 


world than. as members of any particular 
community —1f this is your, temper 


and. conduct you are bleſiings to your 
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country, and were all like you, this world 
would ſoon be a iro reg | 


-1 am ade ing myself to Chiittians. 
Let me, therefore, mention to you the 
example of our bleſſed Saviour. I have 
obſerved, - at the beginning of this diſ- 
courſe, that he did not inculcate upon 
his hearers the love of their country, or 
take any notice of it as a part of our duty. 
Inſtead of doing this, I obſerved that he 
taught the obligation to love all man- 
kind, and recommended univerſal benevo- 
lence, as (next to the love of God) our 
firſt duty; and, I think, I alſo proved 
to you, that this, in the circumſtances of 
the world at that time, was an inſtance 
of incomparable wiſdom and goodneſs in 
his inſtructions. But we muſt not infer 

from hence, that he did not include the 
love of our country in the number of 
our duties He has ſhewn the contrary 

by his example. It appears that he poſ- 
ſedſſed a particular affection for his coun- 
try, though a very wicked country, We 
read in Luke x. 42, that when, upon ap- 
| 83 n in one of his laſt 


journies 
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journies to it, he beheld it, he wept over 
it, and ſaid; Oh! that thou hadſt Known 
{even thou, at leaſt in this thy day) the 
things that belong to thy peace. What a ten- 
der ſolicitude about his country does the 
lamentation over Jeruſalem imply, which 
is recorded in the ſame goſpel, chap, xiii. 
and 34. Oh ly Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou 
that killeft the prophets, and floneſt them who 
are ſent to thee, how often would ¶ have ga- 
| thered thy children together, as a hen gather- 
eth ber brood under her wings, but ye won'd 
nor. > 1 

It may not be improper farther to men- 
tion the love St. Paul expreſſed for his 
country, when he declared, that, for the 
ſake of his brethren and kinſmen, he 
could even wiſh himſelf accurſed from 
Chrift. (Rom. ix. 3.) The original words 
are an Anathema from Chriſt; and his 
meaning 1s, that he could have been con- 
tented to ſuffer himſelf the calamities which 
were coming on the Jewiſh people, were 
it poſſible for him, by ſuch a ſacrifice of 
himſelf, to fave them, 
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It is too evident that the ſtate of this 
country is ſuch as renders it an object of 
concern and anxiety. It , wants (I have 
ſhewn you) the grand ſecurity of public 
liberty. Increaſ ing luxury has multiplied f 

. abuſes i in it. A, monſtrous weight of debt... 
is crippling it. Vice and venality are 
bringing down upon it God's diſpleaſure., 
That ſpirit to which it owes its diſtinctions .. 
1s declining®; and ſome late events ſeem 
to prove that it is becoming every day 

more reconcileable to encroachments on 
be ſecurities of its liberties f.—It wants, 
5 tie- 


* OW of theſe diftinQions i Is, that beg! in in polſet | 
| fion.of the forms of an excellent conſtitution of go- 
. vernment,. any changes or improvements neceſſaty to 
correct abuſes and to give perfeR liberty, may be 
. grafted upon them, without tumult or danger; 
7 whereas other countries, wanting theſe forms, 0 \ 
| being under the neceſſity ol of erecting a ner conſtituti- 
on on the ruins of an old one, cannot acquire liberty 
_ without ſetting every thing afloat, and making their 
e from ſlav «ry Oy wy ne of n * 


a theſe "pat Taj; chit; het F 
extenſion of the Exciſe lows, the introduction of the 
cuſtom 
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therefore, your patriotic ſervices; and, 

for the ſake of our brethren and compani- 
ons, and all that ſhould be dear to a free 
people, we ought to do our utmoſt to ſave 


it from the dangers that threaten it; re- 
membering, that by acting thus, we ſhall 
promote, in the beſt manner, our own 


private intereſt, as well as the intereſt of 
our country; for when the community 
proſpers, the individuals that compoſe it 


muſt proſper with it.— But, ſhould that 


not happen, or ſhould we even ' ſuffer in 


our ſecular intereſt by our endeavours to 


promote the intereſt of our country, we 


ſhall feel a ſatisfaction in our own breaſts 
which is preferable to all this world can 
give; and we ſhall enjoy the tranſporting ' 


hope of ſoon beroming members of a per- 


fe: community in the heavens, and hav- 


ing an entrance miniſtered to us, abundantly 
into the ever laſting kingdom of our On and 
Saviour Jeſus Oy 


| * of farnilogos taxes, and the additional burdens 
lately thrown on the freedom of the preſs, and the 


circulation of intelligence. | 
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You may reaſonably expect that 1 
ſhould now cloſe this addreſs to you. 
But I cannot yet diſmiſs you. I muft 
not conclude without recalling, particu- 
larly, to your recollection, a conſidera- 
tion to which 1 have more than once al- 
luded, and which, probably, your thoughts ' 
have been all along anticipating : A con- 
ſideration with which my mind is imprel- - 
| ſed more than I can expreſs. I mean, the 

conſideration: of the favourableneſs of the 
preſent times to all egertions in the cauſe 


of public libertig. 


\ 
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thankful that I have. lived to it; and 1 


could almoſt ſay, Lord, now letteſt thou thy 


ſervant depart in peace, for mine eyes. have ſern 


thy ſatvaiion, I have lived to ſee a diffu- 
ſion of knowledge, which has undermined 
ſuperſtition and error—l have lived to ſee 


the rights of men better underſtood than 
ever; and nations panting for liberty, 


which feemed to have loft the idea of it. 


_ 


l have lived to ſee Variety MIILI- 


ons of people, indignant and refolute, 


ſpurning 


[3s 1 


ſpurning at ſlavery, and demanding liber- 
ty with an irreſiſtible voice; their king 


led in triumph and, an arbitrary monarch 
ſurrendering. himſelf to his ſubjets—— 


After ſharing in the benefits of one Revo- 


lution, I have been ſpared to be a witneſs 


to two other Revolutions, both glorious: 
And now methinks 1 ſee the ardour 


for liberty catching and ſpreading; a ge- 
neral amendment beginning in human at- 
fairs; the dominion of kings changed for 
the dominion of laws, and the dominion of 


prieſts giving way to the dominion of rear 
and conſcience. 


Be encouraged, all ye friends of free- 


dom, and writers in its defence! The 
times are auſpicious. Your labours have 


not been in vain. Pehold kingdoms, ad- 


moniſhed by you, ſtarting from ſleep, 


breaking their fetters, and claiming juſ- 
tice from their oppreſſors! Behold, the 
light you have ftruck out, after ſetting 
AMERICA free, reflected to FRANCE, and 
there kindled into a blaze that lays deſ- 

potiſm 
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potiſarcin aſhes, Land warms and nene 
ik cabal f 


_ Freaibley al ye 0 of this work! 
mee ye ſupporters of ſlaviſh 
governments, and flaviſh-hierarchies'! Call 


no mote (abſurdly and wiekedly) Rx- 
FORMA'ION, innovation. You cannot 


now hold the world in darknefs. Struggle 


no longer againſt inereaſing light and li- 


berality. Reſtore to maukind their rights; 


and eonſent to the correction of abuſes, 
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re they and you are I fo- 
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A ENDIX. 


' Thirty Millions of People in France. 


(race 54.) 


M reaſons for ſtating the People of Raue at 


this number, will appear from the follow- 
ing facts and obſervations. 


5 From accurate enumerations made at the end - 


of every three years inSWEDEN, during 21 years, 
from 1755 to 1775, it appeared that the ave- 
rage number of the inhabitants of all ages, was in 


that period 2, 310, 160. 


The average of annual births, was 90, 245. 


The average of annual deaths, including three 


years of extraordinary mortality, was 66,759. 
A 34th part and three-fifths, therefore, of the in- 
habitants died annually. See my Treatiſe on An- 
nuities, Vol. I. p. 274, and Vol. Il. p. 123, &c. 
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Fe the firſt additional Eſſay at the end # the be- 
on Vol. p. 16, dc. 


In the kingdom of NayLEs, conſiſting in 1777 
of 4,311, F03 inhabitants, the average of annual 
deaths for five years was 115,412. A 37th 1 
part, therefore, of the inhabitants died annually. 


In the province . of Vaud, SWITZERLAND, 


containing 112,951 inhabitants, a 45th part dies 


annually. Ib. 


—— 


In the kingdom of France, the N of 


6 3 


Of Bix rs for 4 8 Fe 1. 8 | 
Years, to 1774 914,710 1780, - 958,419 


| of DeATHs - - 1932931 "x = = = 834,865 


Of NAA ARG - . 2 228 170 


I ſee no 1 for fuſbeAtiie, that the propor- 
tion of inhabitants dying annually to the whole 


number of inhabitants, is greater in France than 


in Sweden, or even in the kingdom of NaPLEs. 
Let it, however, be reckoned the ſame with that 
in Sweden; that is, as I to 343, and the number 
of inhabitants in France, in 1780, muſt have 
been 343 multiplied by 8 34,865, or nearly 
TWENTY-NINE MILLIONS, \ | 

| It 


APPEMN DI x. 2 


It ſnould be obſerved, that in the ten years 
from 1771 to 1780, there was in France ſuch 
an increaſe of the annual births, deaths, and mar- 
riages (produced by the exceſs of the births above 
the deaths), as evidently proved that the number 
of inhabitants had increaſed in thoſe ten years 
near a million and a hall. | 


It ſhould be farther conſidered, thal the returns 


of births, deaths, and marriages in FRANCE 
being returns of numbers actually counted and re- 
giſtered, they mult be (as ſuch accounts always 
are in ſome degree deficient. Mr. Neckar, in his 


Treatiſe on the Adminiſtration of the Finances of 


France (Vol. I. p. 251) has mentioned other defi- 
ciencies in theſe returns; and, particularly, that 
(except the Jews of Lorrain, Alſace, and the 
county of Metz) the regiſters of population do 
not contain the names of any non-catholicks (in 
number near two millions), except they have 
been baptized in the eſtabliſhed church. 


It ſeems, therefore, that my ſtatement of the 


preſent inhabitants of France at thirty millions, 


is very moderate: an addition of two millions on 

account of an increaſe ſince 1780, and the defici- 
_ encies juſt mentioned, would make them 31 mil- 
lions. Mr. Neckar (ibid. p. 219), without mak- 
ing any allowance for this increaſe, and for defici- 
encies, ſtates them in 1784 at only 24,802,580, 
1 2 in 
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in conſequence of multiplying the births by 254. 

But I reckon that in whole kingdoms the propor- 
tion of births to the number of inhabitants much 
more variable than the proportion of deaths; poſ- 
fibly, he was not acquainted with the facts here 
ſtated, and many others of the ſame kind which 
may be ſound in the Treatiſe on Annuities to 
which I have referred, and which prove that the 
toweſt multiplier of the annual medium of deaths 
which ſhould be uſed to find the number of inha- 
bitants in a whole kingdom, is 32 or 33. In 
Sweden and the kingdom of Naples it appears to 

be greater; but, if we ſuppoſe 33 the right mul- 
| tiplier, the inhabitants of France muſt have been 
in 1780, 274 millions; and the increaſe ſince, 
with the deficiencies in the returns, will make it 
highly probable that, even on this ſuppoſition, | 
they muſt be now near 30 millions. 4 


z 


If the births in Sweden are taken for guides in 
this caſe, it will be ' reaſonable, in order to find 
the right multipfier, to increaſe it for FRANCE 


in the ſame proportion that the ratio of the exceſs 


of the births above the deaths there is leſs than 
the ſame ratio in SWEDEN. And this will make 
the proper multiplier of the births in France 30 
nearly, and will give the number of inhabitants 
in 1780 near 29 millions, as before. I wiſh 
there were equal data for determining the number 
of people i in ae | ES 

The 
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The DrclARATION of RicuTs, which 
bas been agreed Io by the National &fſem- 
bly of FRANCE, and ſanctioned by ibe 
King, and which forms the new Conflitutt- 
on of FRANCE, contains ſuch an authority 
for ſome of the ſentiments in the foregoing 
Diſcourſe, and holds out to the world an 
inſtruction on the ſubjef of Civil Govern- 
ment of ſuch conſequence, that I cannot belp 5 

inſerting here the following Tranſlation of 

a. | 


DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF MEN 
| AND OF CITIZENS, 


By THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF FRANCE, 


THE Repreſentatives of the people of 
FRANCE formed into a National Aſſembly, con- 
fidering that ignorance, neglect, or contempt of 
human rights, are the ſole cauſes of public mis- 
fortunes and corruptions of government, have re- 
ſolved to ſet forth in a ſolemn declaration, theſe 
natural, impreſcriptible, and unalienable rights: 
that this declaration being conſtantly preſent 'to 
the minds of the members of the body ſocial, they 
may be ever kept attentive to their rights and 

their 
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their duties: That the acts of the legiſlative and 
executive powers of government being capable of 


being every moment compared with the end of 


political inſtitutions, may be more reſpected: 
and alſo, that the future claims of the citizens, 
being directed by fimple and inconteſtible princi- 
ples, may always tend to the maintenance of the 
Conſtitution, and general happineſs. 
For theſe reaſons, the NATIONAL Ass EM- 
BLY doth recognize and declare, in the preſence 


of the Supreme Being and with the hope of his 


blefling and favour, the following ſacred rights of 
men and of citizens, 


I. Mam 1 were born and always continue free, 
and equal in reſpect of their rights. Civil diſtine- 
tions, therefore, can be on anal on _ 
utility. ; 


II. The end of all political aſſociations is the 
preſervation of the natural and impreſcriptible 
rights of man; and theſe rights are liberty, pro- 
perty, ſecurity, and reſiſtance of oppreſſion. 


III. The nation is eſſentially the ſource of all 
ſovereignty; nor can any individual, or any body 
of men be entitled to any authority which 1 is not 
. derived from it. 


IV. Po- 


rz | 75 


IV. Political Iren conſiſts in the power * 
doing whatever does not injure another. The 


exerciſe of the natural rights of every man, has 


no other limits than thoſe which are neceſſary to 


ſecure to every other man the free exerciſe of the 


fame rights; and theſe limits 2 are * 
only by the law. 


9 


: * The ne 1 to prohibit only aQions 


hurtful to ſociety. What is not prohibited by 


the law ſhould not be hindered; nor ſhould any 
one be compelled to wn which the law does not 
require. | 


VI. The law is an expreſſion of the will of 


the community. All citizens have a right to con- 
cur, either perſonally or by their repreſentatives, 
in its formation. It ſhould be the ſame to all, 
whether it protects or puniſhes ; and all being 
equal in its fight, are equally eligible to all ho- 
nours, places, and employments according to 
their diffetent abilities, without any other diſ- 
tinction than that created by their virtues and 


talents. 


VII. No man ſhould be accuſed, arreſted, or 
held in confinement, except in caſes determined 


by the law, and according to the forms which it 
has preſcribed: All who promote, ſolicit, ex- 
ecute 


1 


] 
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ecute, or cauſe to be executed, arbitrary orders, 
ought to be puniſned: and every citizen called 
upon or apprehended by virtue of the law, ought 


immediately to obey, and renders WERE calpa- | 


ble 805 eg 4 


VIII. The ws ht to impoſe no other pe- 
nalties than ſuch as are abſolutely and evidently 
neceſſary ; and no one ought to be puniſhed 
but in virtue of a law promulgated pms the 
affence, and legally » nw N 


IX. Every man ban fide; innocent till 


he has been convicted, whenever his detention be- 
comes indiſpenſable, all Tigour to him, more than 


is neceſſary to ſecure his perſon, ought. to be | 


rh cog againſt by the law. 


EX. No man ought to be moleſted on account 


of his opinions, not even on account of his 


religious opinions, provided his avowal- of them 


does not diſturb the A newer order eſtabliſhed by 


the law. 


XI. The unreſtrained communication of 


thoughts and opinions being one of the moſt pre- 
.cions rights of man, every citizen may ſpeak, 


wn” and een a e he is reſpon- 
" "oe 
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gie for the abuſe of this liberty i in caſes determin« : 


ed by the law. 


XII. A public force being neceſſary to give ſe- 
curity to the rights of men and of citizens, that 


force is inſtituted for the benefit of the communi- 


ty, and not for the particular benefit of the per- 


ſons with whom it is entruſted. 


XIII. A common contribution Lak cry 
for the ſupport of the public force, and for defray- 


ing the other expences of government, it ought 


to be divideggequally | among the members of the 


community «nals to their abilities. 


XIV. Every citizen has a right, either by 


himſelf or his repreſentative, to a free voice in de- 
termining the neceſſity of public contributions, the 


appropriation of them, and their amount, mode 


of aſſeſſment, and duration. 


ec 


XV. Every community has 2 right to de- 
mand of all its agents an account of their con- 
duct. 

XVI. Every community in which a ſeparati- 


on of powers and a ſecurity of rights is not pro- 
vided for, wants a conſtitution, | 
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XVII. The right to property being inviolable 
and ſacred, no one ought to be deprived of it, 
except in caſes of evident public neceſſity legally 


aſcertained, and on condition of a previous juſt 


indemnity. , * 


I hope 1 ſhall be excuſed for taking the liberty 


55 to offer the following remarks on the tenth of theſe 
articles: : 


" INTOLERANCE IN RELIGION, and RE8- 
TRAIN TS on the DIScLsSION of ſpeculative 


points have been ſome of the chief cauſes of the 


' flow progreſs of human improvement, and of 


the miſeries of the world. I could therefore have 


wiſhed to ſee, in ſuch an inſtructien to the world 
as this declaration contains, an article ſtlongly 
marking and reprobating theſe evils. This tenth 
article does not, I think, ſufficiently anſwer 


this purpoſe. For it is obvious, that in Tur- 


—— 


KEY, writing againſt Mahomet; in Spain, 


againſt the Inquiſition ; and in every coun- 
try, againſſ its eſtabliſhed doctrines, is a diſ- 
turbance of publie order eſtabliſned by law; and 
chere fore, ene to this article, puniſh- 
able. 


The eleventh article 1s worthy of the very re- 


| 9 ee of 1 * but i in ſome degree liable 


to 


A232 nnn RNS 


to the ſame objection. Laws may be unjuſt, and 
determine the faireſt diſcuſſions of ſpeculative 
points, and the beſt publications, to be abuſes 
of liberty. At Rome, a few years ago, the pub- 
lication of one of the greateſt productions of hu- 
man genius was deemed an abuſe of liberty, and 


prohibited, becauſe it aſſerted the motion of 


the earth. Even in ENGLAND, at this day, its 
laws determine every thing written or ſpoken 
againſt the doctrine of the Trinity, to be an 
offence puniſhable by fines and impriſonment. 
The declaration that wanld beſt meet my 
wiſhes in this inſtance would be : 8 


* That every man has a right to profeſs and 
<< praQtiſe, without moleſtation or the loſs of 
« any civil privileges, that mode of religious faith 


and worſhip which he thinks moſt acceptable 


« to his Maker; and alſo to diſcuſs freely by 
« ſpeaking, writing, and publiſhing 'all ſpecu- 
* lative points, provided he does not by any 
* overt act or direct invaſion of the rights of 
cc others, break the peace, or attempt to in- 
jure any one in his perſon, property, or good 
c name.” 6 


In a Tract on the AuERICAN REVOLU TI 
eN, I have given an account of the reaſons, 
11 which 
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which in my opronion require ſuch an extent of 
religious and intellectual liberty as theſe words 
imply; and which prove that civil power, with- 


out concerning itſelf about opinions or the 


tendencies of opinions ought to confine itſelf to 
the preſervation of peace and the protection of 
univerſal liberty, as far as it is not e to 
a ors itſelf. 0 


The tenth article, on which J have here re- 
marked, was probably a compromiſe between op- 
poſite ſentiments in the National Aſſembly of 
France, and may, I hope, in ſome future 
time, be re conſidered. M. Rabaud de St. Eti- 
enn, a proteſtant clergymap, and a member of 
the Aſſembly, delivered a ſpeech againſt it full of 


c394ence and the juſteſt ſentiments. This ſpeech | 
was after wards printed, and circulated at Paris; 


and ] cannot help wiſhing that a tranſlatipn of it, 


as there printed, may be ſoon publiſhed and eir⸗ 


culated in this kingdom, 
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SOCIETY for commemorating the Glo- 
rious Revolution of 1668. 


Ht the Anniverſary Meeting of this Society, beld at 
the London Tavern, Nov. 4, 1789, | 


The Rt. Hon. Earl Sr ANRHOrE in the Chair, 


A fart from the Committee was brought up, | 


from which the following is an extract: 


5 Your Committee are perſuaded, that by the 
unign of the friends of freedom, their rights are- 


aſcertained and eſtabliſhed ; and truſting that it 


will be highly honourable. to avow ourſelves, in 


the moſt explicit'manner, advocates for the pure 


and genuine principles of civil and religious liber- 


ty, they have with this view prepared a. book, 
in which thoſe gentlemen who are inclined to let 
their names be tranſmitted to poſterity, as the 


friends of the great and glorious Revolution of 


1668, may inſert them after the following pre- 


amble, and a declaration of aſſent to the three 
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This Society, ſenſible of the important advan- 
tages ariſing to this country by its deliverance 
| from 
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from popery and arbitrary power, and conſcious 
that, under God, we owe that fignal bleſſing to 
the Revolution, which ſeated our deliverer King 
William the Third on the throne; do hereby 


declare our firm attachment to the civil and religi - 
ous principles which were recognized and eſta- 


bliſned by that glorious event, and which has 


preſerved the ſucceſſion in the proteſtant line; 
and our determined reſolution to maintain, and 
to the utmoſt of our power, to perpetuate, thoſe 
— to the lateſt Poller. 


Tuxxs ProrosITIONS containing the funda- 
mental nn, of the $ . pens 


1. That all civil and political authority is is de. 
rived from the ones. 


2. That the abuſe of 1988 juſtifies reſiſtance. 


3. That the aa 45 ids judgment, 25 
of conſcience, trial by jury, the freedom of the 
*preſs, and the freedom of election, — ever to 
be held ſacred and inviolable. 


The bee 3 reſolved, 


That in order to cauſe the principles of the Re- 


ee to be well . arten propa- 
ated, 


ooo 
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gated, and firmly maintained; and to preſerve 
the g; lorious fabric of the Britiſh Conſtitution ; 


and to tranſmit the invaluable bleſſings of public 


freedom and poſterity, unimpaired and impraved, 


it becomes the people to eftabliſh ſocieties 


throughout the kingdom upon Revolution prin- 


ciples, to maintain a correſpondence with each 


other, and to form that grand concentrated. union 
of the true friends of public liberty, which n be 


neceſſary! to maintain its exiſtence. 


The Committee concluded their Report with 
congratulating the members of the Society, as 
Britons, and.citizens of the world, upon that no- 
ble ſpirit of civil and religious liberty which had, 
ſince the laſt meeting, ſo conſpicuouſly ſhone 
forth on the continent, more eſpecially on the 
glorious ſucceſs of the French Revolution; and 


with expreſling their ardent wiſhes that the influ- 


ence. of ſo glorious an example may be felt by all 


mankind, until tyranny and deſpotiſm ſhall be 
ſwept from the face of the globe, and univerſal 
| liberty and happineſs prevail. 


Dr. Price then moved, and it was unanimouſ- 
ly reſolved, that the following Congratulatory 


Addreſs to the National Aſſembly of France, be 


tranſmitted to them, figned by the Chairman: 


. | | © The 


5 . Society for commemorating tlie Revolus: 
C tion in Great Britain, difdaining. national par- 
© tialities, and rejoicing in every triumph of l- 
bderty and juſtice over arbitrary power, offer to 


the National Aſſembly of France their congra- 
© tvlations on tre Revolution in that country, 
and on the in gives to the two firſt king 
doms in the world, of a common participation 


in the bleffings of civil and religious liberty. 


5 # 2 


= , . > 3 . 4 « oY f 


; They cannot help adding their ardent wiſhes 


* 


*tioular catisfation, wi „ Wi 
© tendency of the gh + example given in 
ba e to — other nations to aſſert the 
mankind, and thereby to 
' reformation i in the govern- 
and to make the world free 
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